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The Education of Poor Law
1I?lurses.

The Guardians of the Poor of the parish of
Fulham are circularising the Guardians of
other Metropolitan unions. and parishes, in-
viting their consideration and approval of the
subjoined scheme for the training and examina-
tion of probationer nurses prior to its: being
submitted. to the Local Government Board for
sanction. . .

Prorosep Rures anD REGULATIONS ¥OR THE TRAIN-
ING AND ExXaMINATION oF PROBATIONER NUrsis 1w
METROPOLITAN INFIRMARIES.

(1) Candidates for the post of probationer must
re ob least 21 years of age and musbt produce cer-
tificates that they are of good character and health
and. have received a fair general education. .They
shovld be selected and recommended for appoint-
ment by the Medical Superintendent and Matron
of the Training School (if possible, after a personal
interview with the Matron), and should serve for
a trial period of at least two or three months hefore
he'ng permanently appointed.

(2) The training shall extend over a 'period of
at least three years during which the probationer
will be required to atiend courses of lecbures on
elementary anatomy, physiology, medical and
surgical nursing and cookery for the sick, such. lec-
tures being arranged by the Boards of Guardians
at their respective training schools. All lectures

shall be given by the Infirmary staff (except cook-
ing) without any additional expense being in-

curred by the Guardians,

(3) Probationers will be required to pass the ex-.

amination held by the Examining Board. This
examination may be taken at any time after the
end of the probationer’s second year, and will con-
sist of a paper and a viva voce examination on the
subjects mentioned ‘n paragraph 2, except cookery
for the sick. Candidates for the examination must
produce certificates signed by the Medical Superin-
tendent and Matron of their Training School, thab
their conduct and ward work have been safisfac-
tory, and that they have attended courses of in-
struction in the subjects mentioned in paragraph 2.

(4) The Examining Board shall cousist of three
Infirmary Medical Superintendents, three In-
firmary Matrons, and four other persons (two of
whom shall be medical men and two of whom may
be women). The Medical Superintendents and
Matrons shall have had at least five years’ ex-
perience as such at a London Poor Law Infirmary,
and shall hold office for two years. The Examining
Board shall he appointed by a Committee to be
constituted by one member from each Board of
Guardians co-operating in the scheme.

(3) The examinations shall be held at convenient
times during the year, such times to be arranged
by the examining authorities. The written exami-
nation will be- held at the individual training
sehool, the authorities of which will be responsible
for the supervision of candidates. The oral and
practical examinations will he held at convenient
centres,
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6) The papers and subject matter of the vive
voce and practical examinations shall be set by the
Board of Examiners. The papers shall be marked
by the medical members of the Board. The practi-
cal and -oral examination shall be marked by the
medical members and matrons in consultation.

(7). Successful candidates shall be arranged in
two classes. The Board of Tixaminers shall fix the
percentage of marks qualifying for a pass of each
class.

(8) Successful candidates who have cm}xpleted
three years' training shall be awarded certificates.
Each certificate shall state:

(i.) That the candidate has received three
vears’ training, with theoretical and practical
instruction, at some specified London Poor Law
Infirmary. -

(ii.) That her work during those three years
has been “Excellent,” “Very Good,” ‘“Good,”
or ¢ Satisfactory.” .

(iii.) That her conduct during those three
years has been ¢ Excellent,” *“Very Good,”
“ Good,” or ° Satisfactory.”

(iv.) That she has passed an examination in
the principles and practice of nursing in the
first or second class.

This certificate. will be signed by:—

The Chairman of the Bxamining Board.
The Authorities of the training school in which
she Teceived her training.

(9) Tach Board of Guardians shall pay a fee of
10s. 6d. for each probationer sent up for examina-
tion or re-examination from its training school.

In relation to this scheme we may point out
that while it affords satisfactory evidence of
the widespread desire for greater uniformity of
training and teaching for nurses, the curricu-
lum of theoretical instruction is scarcely suffi-
ciently comprehensive, as no curriculum for
nurses can be adequate which does not include
instruction in such essential subjects as hy-
giene and materia medica. Presumably bac-
teriology is included in the lectures on surgical
nursing.

Further, we are of opinion that the inter-
ests of the Poor Law Infirmary Training
Schools (and of the nurses) will be best served
by claiming for them ‘the position which is
rightfully theirs of general training schools.
There iz already a tendency to differentiate be-
tween hospital and infirmary training schools
for nurses, and anything which tends to em-
phasise this is to be deprecated. In our view,
the best method of obliterating the line of de-
marcation between the two would be by estab-
lishing one examination for both under State
Authority. -

There is every indication that nursing educa-
tion must be put on a satisfactory basis, a
standard be defined, and the knowledge of
nurses tested by a central examination if effi-
ciency is to be secured.  The public safety
demands this guarantee.
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